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At the Monthly Meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 24 September at 7.00 pm there were present:

Councillors

Mrs
S Merrikin

Mr
C Elsmore
Mrs 
E Elsmore 
Mrs
J Morgan

Mr
N Penny
Mr 
P Kay


Mr 
S Cox


Mr 
G Prosser

Also Present County and District Cllr Paul McMahon, Rev Sarah Bick, A member of the press,  Mr Walt Williams and PC Dix.  

Before the meeting began, The Mayor asked that we held a minute’s silence in respect of Mr Dave Short who died this week.  Dave had played a significant role in Coleford British Legion and was a great supporter of Coleford Town Council.

Public Forum
Rev Sarah Bick spoke with regard to the Church’s plans that have been drawn up for the Lawnstone House site. The property would be leveled and cleared and used as an open space until the church builds on it.  3 groups have expressed an interest to the FoDDC in the site. The Church has had a meeting with the FoDDC who suggested they got plans drawn up. The Church has consulted with the congregation to ensure all needs are met and that the property is easily maintainable and a flexible working space with low running costs.

7.10pm Cllr Kay moved it that the public forum had another 10 minutes., 
Proposed: Cllr Kay 

Seconded:
Cllr Penny
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
Two designs have been put forward (copies of the documents available to the public were given to the Cllrs to look at), with regard to two different budgets.  The Church would like to be compatible with what the Main Place offers and provide a community space for youth activities.
It was proposed that in principle the Town Council supports the Church’s proposal to move to Lawnstone House

Proposed: Cllr Penny

Seconded:
Cllr J Morgan
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
The public forum closed at 7.18 
103. Apologies
Apologies were noted from Cllrs Baird, Atherley, Drury & C Morgan. 
The Mayor reported that the Council had received a resignation letter from Cllr Jeff Reynolds. She thanked him for all his hard work whilst on the Council
104. Declarations of Interest 
Cllr Penny declared a personal and pecuniary in item 112 
105. To allow dispensation requests 

There were no dispensations 

106. To approve the Minutes of 31 August 2013
The Minutes of the meeting held on 31 August 2013 were noted and it was proposed that they be approved.


Proposed: Cllr Penny

Seconded:
Cllr J Morgan
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
107. To Raise Matters Arising From The Meeting Of  31 August 2013
The collapsed pavement and fence have been repaired in Primrose Drive.  The weeding will be done next week.  The town centre painting looks good and the Stone Cross is looking great.  The tins for the plastic bag day will be collected this week.
108. To hear report from the Police
PC Dix said he would seek support from the police with regard to Rev Sarah Bick proposal. 
PC Dix said that in the last 3 months in Coleford there had been 63 reported crimes. A breakdown of these are available on the police web site, but they covered, 2 assaults, 4 burglaries, 3 non violent burglaries, 12 shoplifting, 12 damaged vehicles and the newest crime being thefts of mountain bikes.  The Mayor stated that on Sunday when she dialed 101 to report an incident, she was left hanging on for over 6 minutes, without the phone being answered.  This is to be taken to the Public Safety Committee.  With regard to certain incidents the police do have mobile cameras that they use, however these would be put in what is classed as high activity locations only. 
109. To discuss with the police the lack of street lightening on the Owen Farm Site
The police have no jurisdiction with regard to the placing of street lightening.  However Bob Lloyd could be consulted with regard to the crime prevention issues. 
With regard to street lighting being switched off, the police can always ask for them to remain on if this causes a problem in the area.
110. To agree payments (see attached) 
The payments for September 2013 were noted and agreed.

111. To agree petty cash payments (see attached)
The Petty cash payments for September 2013 were noted and agreed.
112. To note the monthly budget figures (see attached)
The Monthly payments for September 2013 were noted and agreed. 

113. To finalise the arrangements for NDP The stakeholder meeting 
We have received 9 replies with regard to the meeting.
114. To note decisions of The Highways Committee 
Members noted the report of the Highways Committee meeting held on 18 September 2013.  .

115. To Agree the Recommendation of The Finance And Office Committee. 
No meeting was held this month.
116. To Note the Decisions of The Planning Committee
Members noted the decisions taken by the Planning Committee meeting held on 10 September and 24 September
117. To Note Reports From Members (For Information Only)
The Mayor attended
1 Sept 13 
Ledbury Garden Party

2 Sept 13 
NDP meeting Coleford 

3 Sept 13 
FoDDC Cabinet meeting 
11 Sept 13
Bells re Charity dinner

11 Sept 13 
Meeting with Sarah Bick

12 Sept 13
Children’s opportunity Centre AGM

13 Sept 13
Meeting at FoDDC 

14 Sept 13
Newent Onion Fayre

15 Sept 13
Chepstow Civic Service

21 Sept 13
Coalway Festival

22 Sept 13
Ross on Wye Civic Service

Cllr Merrikin thanked Cllr Penny for the work he put in on behalf of the council for the Coalway Festival.
Cllr C Elsmore 

13 Sept 13 
Bells Charity Meeting

Cllr E Elsmore 
03 Sept 13
Forest health Forum – a very interesting talk from a Hospitals and pharmacy person, who explained all the checks on medicines. 

Cllr N Penny 

5 Sept 13 
Coalway Fest meeting
10 Sept 13
Coalway Fest Meeting  

21/22
Sept
Coalway Fest Event
Cllr J Morgan

13 Sept 13 
Bells Foundation

Cllr P Kay

13 Sept 13
Meeting FoDDC

17 Sept 13 
Tesco Appeal

18 Sept 13 
Community Safety Partnership 

Cllr Kay made CTC aware that they had 5 mobile camera units that were available to the town councils, however they do not work. Also it was brought to his attention that ASBOs 

will now be made easier to process. 
118. To Note Reports From District And County Councillors 
Cllr Elsmore attended:

5 Sept 13 
Right to buy meeting at FoDDC

9 Sept 13
Planning Policy (Not Coleford area) 

11 Sept 13
Member Development Group
12 Sept 13
Strategic Overview

16 Sept 13 
Performance and Value Q1 – Council on track

18 Sept 13
Financial and Intermediate affairs


19 Sept 13 
FoDDC cabinet meeting

20 Sept 13 
Kevin Stannard from the Forest – talking about how they can in future cut out smaller areas of the forest due to better and smaller machinery 

District and County Cllr Paul McMahan said he that a meeting was planned on the 21 October with regard to the carparking charges which was 3 months overdue.  He also spoke with the FoDDC Cabinet with regard to the Meals on Wheels Service, who were not happy to support it, but with some persuasion changed their mind.  With regard to the extra money the parish received apart from the things mentioned in the Highway report, Highways are also going to remove the hump in St Johns Street and the hump in Newland Street is to be reconfigured.

119. To Note Correspondence 
Members noted the items of correspondence received during September 2013. 
120. In Committee
121. To agree to the proposed land purchase from Gloucestershire County Council 

The committee looked at the information that the Town Clerk had and agreed in principle that they would move forward

The meeting finished at 8.57pm
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